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Palestinian Confesses Syrian Intelligence Sent Him to Attack Rally Honoring Hariri
A Palestinian has confessed that he was instructed by the Syrian intelligence services to carry out an attack against
people gathered at last month's rally held to mark the first anniversary of ex-premier Rafik Hariri's assassination, Al
Mustaqbal daily reported on Tuesday.
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Firas Ghannam, a Palestinian living in Syria, was detained two days after he crossed the border to Lebanon in February
and before he was able to undertake his mission to hurl a hand grenade on crowds of people attending the Feb. 14 rally
at Martyrs' Square.
He is now awaiting trial in Lebanon's military tribunal on charges of attempting to carry out terrorist acts, according to the
newspaper that is owned by Hariri's family.
Ghannam admitted that he agreed with the Syrian intelligence to stage the attack in return for granting him his total
freedom.
The story began when Ghannam was imprisoned for two and the half years in a Damascus jail known as the Palestine
Section on charges that he was working with the opposition there.
Following his release, he was placed under surveillance and had to report regularly to the Palestine Section.
Ghannam met a tobacco and human trafficker called Abu Ayman and asked his help to flee to Lebanon. Abu Ayman said
he would mediate with the Syrian intelligence to close his file completely and contacted Colonel George Salloum, who
works at the Palestine Section, for this matter.
Ghannam then met with Salloum, who promised the Palestinian man to stop pursuing him on condition that he carries out
a mission in Lebanon, and asked Abu Ayman to inform Ghannam about the task.
Abu Ayman later asked Ghannam to throw a hand grenade at the people gathering in memory of Hariri.
The trafficker also told Ghannam to rent a house in Beirut's Shatila district and buy a cell-phone so that he can receive
calls from the Syrian intelligence officers to give him more instructions.
On Feb. 10, Ghannam went with a Tunisian national called Mounir Hilal to Abu Ayman's house where they were
introduced to Abu Ribal, who took the two men to Lebanon.
According to Ghannam, they crossed the border after passing seven checkpoints manned by Syrian army and
intelligence officers, who saluted Abu Ribal.
Two days after Ghannam and Hilal arrived in Lebanon, the Lebanese authorities arrested them while they were trying to
find a cab in the Bekaa town of Jlala.
Security sources told Al Mustaqbal that Hilal, the Tunisian, is wanted by Western security apparatuses because they
believe that he is in charge of recruiting radical men in Europe to fight in Iraq where he commanded an armed group.
He then went to Syria and was instructed by al-Qaida to go to Ain al-Helweh refugee camp near the southern city of
Sidon in Lebanon and meet with a member in Osbat al-Ansar, Shehab Qaddour, better known as Abi Horaira.
Osbat al-Ansar came under the spotlight in the mid-nineties when three of its members killed Sheikh Nizar al-Halabi, the
head of the pro-Syrian Association of Islamic Philanthropic Projects, better known as al-Ahbash.
The three were executed, but Osbat al-Ansar leader Abdel-Karim al-Saadi, who goes by the nom de guerre of Abu
Mohjen, was sentenced to death in absentia. He is believed to be the mastermind of the murder and holed up in Ain alHilweh. Lebanese authorities do not enter the camp.
Security sources said Ghannam and Hilal did not know each other's missions, according to the Beirut-based daily.
Last month, the State Security Department announced the arrest of eight people who were planning to launch rockets at
the crowds at the rally.
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